Tracking
comet Halley backward in time has been a major preoccupation of cometary astronomers for almost three centuries. 1 In 1695 Edmond Halley began the research which led him to the conclusion, published in 1705 in his Synopsis astronomiae cometicae, that the comet he had seen in 1682, the one Johannes
Kepler saw in 1607, and the one Peter Apianus (Bienewitz) saw in 1531, were the same object, returning every 75-79 years. He also conjectured that a bright comet recorded in 1456 was the same. On this basis, he predicted its return to perihelion (its closest approach to the sun) in 1758-9. The reappearance of the comet on schedule led other astronomers to begin calculating earlier orbits and to search historical records for references to possible appearances.
After the next return of the comet in 1835, this activity multiplied.
The Jer. i 13-14 of a "boiling pot facing away from the North" was a reference to an appearance of comet Halley in 623 B.C. Kamienski published several calculations in the years after World War II, one extending back to 9541 B.C. His work was based on a mathematical analysis of the pattern of orbital periods rather than on the gravitational and non-gravitational forces involved, and his conclusions are not widely accepted.
